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My  last  Animal  Report,  which  was  written  just  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  great  epidemic  of  Small  Pox,  dealt  with  all  the  facts  of  the 
epidemic  that  had  been  accumulated  with  much  labour  and  the  infer¬ 
ences  which  ought  to  be  drawn  by  reasonable  people  from  those  facts. 
For  months  after  it  was  presented,  letters  upon  the  main  subject  of  it 
were  written  to  me  by  complete  strangers  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
numerous  newspapers  wTere  sent  to  me  containing  articles  upon  it.  My 
voice  and  my  pen  have,  for  practical  purposes,  been  silent  upon  the 
subject  ever  since  ;  but  it  is  gratifying  to  be  assured  by  one  of  the  chief 
Medical  Journals  that  “the  array  of  facts  (in  that  Report)  as  to  the 
efficacy  of  vaccination  can  with  difficulty  be  surpassed,”  and  to  feel  that 
therefore  it  has  been  and  will  be  of  some  influence  in  towns  which  have 
been  or  will  be  threatened  with  Small  Pox,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
some  attempts  have  been  made  to  diminish  by  argument  the  value  of 
the  facts  collected,  by  raising  side  issues.  The  experience  of  Willenhall 
as  to  the  protective  power  of  vaccination  and  revaccination  has  been 
amply  supported  by  testimony  from  other  towns,  and  so  far  from  relax¬ 
ing  the  rigidity  of  the  vaccination  laws  it  is  a  plea  for  making  revaccina¬ 
tion  compulsory.  Dr.  Bontor,  of  Great  Berkhamsted,  has  shown  that 
although  Willenhall  had  by  far  the  largest  number  of  cases  of  Small 
Pox,  in  proportion  to  population,  of  all  the  thirteen  towns  which  have 
suffered  most  from  the  disease  during  recent  years,  the  percentage  of 
deaths  among  those  attacked  was  absolutely  the  lowest,  and  that  it  was 
less  than  one-half  the  percentage  which  prevailed  in  some  places. 

Most  anti-vaccinists  opposed  to  compulsory  vaccination  favour  com¬ 
pulsory  quarantine  and  isolation.  However  desirable  it  may  be  to  com¬ 
pel  isolation,  the  compulsion  of  vaccination  is  “  infinitely  less  harsh  than 


the  compulsion  of  quarantine  or  isolation,”  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
expressing  my  conviction  that  attempts  on  a  large  scale  to  isolate  Small 
Pox  patients,  if  the  present  tendency  to  neglect  vaccination  should 
increase,  must  end  in  failure,  for  the  simple  reason  that  in  an  unvaccina¬ 
ted  community  the  disease  spreads  with  such  rapidity.  I  therefore  ask 
the  Council  to  consider  whether,  without  in  the  least  degree  desiring  to 
curb  legitimate  discussion  on  the  subject  of  vaccination — whether  for  or 
against  it,  they  ought  not  to  petition  Parliament  to  make  it  a  Conspiracy 
for  persons  to  join  in  Associations  with  the  express  object  of  defeating 
the  penal  clauses  of  the  Vaccination  Acts. 

Calculated  on  an  estimated  population  of  18,021  at  Midsummer,  the 
birth-rate  was  38*2,  and  the  death-rate  18*9  per  thousand  per  year.  The 
death-rate  from  preventable  causes  was  2*9  per  thousand.  The  death-rate 
from  all  causes  in  the  ten  preceding  years  was  20*6,  and  from  Zymotic 
Diseases  3*3  per  thousand.  The  deaths  among  children  under  a  year  old 
were  186*9  per  thousand  births  registered.  The  deaths  in  the  Union 
House  from  the  District  were  15.  Though  the  infantile  death-rate  was 
high,  and  often  has  been  before  in  this  town,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  birth-rate  has  for  many  years  been  much  above  the  average,  and 
that  a  high  birth-rate  almost  invariably  means  a  higher  death-rate,  because 
in  everv  rank  of  life  a  large  number  of  children  die  within  a  few  months 
of  birth.  The  death-rate  was  lower  than  in  any  year  since  1888,  and  no 
fewer  than  63  persons  died  upwards  of  65  years  old. 

Sickness  from  general  causes  was  much  below  the  average,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  extreme  severity  of  the  frost  in  the  first  ten  weeks  of  the 
year.  Influenza  was  rather  prevalent  for  a  short  time  in  March,  and 
infantile  Diarrhoea  in  September;  whilst  Measles  was  very  prevalent 
from  June  forwards. 

The  certified  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  Scarlet  Fever  20, 
Diphtheria  5,  Typhoid  Fever  2,  and  Erysipelas  11  ;  whilst  there  came  to 
my  knowledge  also  Measles  450,  Whooping  Cough  33,  Diarrhoea  39, 
Chicken  Pox  60,  Mumps  2,  and  Influenza  80.  Of  these  54  died. 

Considering  the  great  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  a  town  adjacent 
to  us,  it  is  fortunate  the  cases  of  that  disease  were  so  few.  Two  of  the 
cases  of  Diphtheria  were  contracted  out  of  the  town,  the  remaining  three 


the  definite  origin  of  was  not  ascertained ;  though  it  is  probable  one  of 
them  was  also  contracted  elsewhere.  They  were  all  in  separate  localities, 
and  no  case  was  contracted  from  them.  The  cause  of  one  of  the  cases  of 
Typhoid  Fever  was  satisfactorily  traced  to  a  defective  drain  in  proximity 
to  the  Liberal  Club,  which  was  immediately  thereafter  remedied  and 
connected  with  the  sewers ;  whilst  the  other  in  the  absence  of  any  prob¬ 
able  cause  being  found  at  the  child’s  residence  was  not  improbably  con¬ 
tracted  from  playing  near  what  I  consider  to  be  the  most  dangerous 
sewer-ventilator  in  the  town,  namely,  that  at  the  junction  of  King  Street 
with  Walsall  Street.  Nearly  all  the  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  occurred 
between  August  10th  and  the  end  of  September,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
they  were  chiefly  due  to  the  excessive  heat  of  the  sun  acting  upon  sewage- 
sodden  land,  privy  cess-pits,  and  imperfect  street  channels  in  close 
proximity  to  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  coupled  with  injudicious  feeding 
and  the  liability  there  is  for  milk  and  other  foods  to  decompose  under 
such  conditions,  and  to  be  contaminated  by  the  flattings  to  and  fro  of  the 
ordinary  house-fly. 

By  far  the  most  serious  epidemic  of  the  year  was  that  of  Measles, 
which  commenced  with  great  rapidity  among  the  scholars  of  the  Little 
London  Board  Schools  in  June,  and  ultimately  spread  through  most  of 
the  town  and  caused  20  deaths.  The  earliest  case  1  could  trace  appeared 
to  have  been  taken  ill  at  Newport,  and  to  have  had  the  typical  rash  upon 
it  soon  after  getting  to  Willenhall.  The  Board  Schools  were  promptly 
closed  for  six  weeks  and  disinfected  on  my  advice,  and  printed  instructions 
were  issued  to  the  guardians  of  all  the  sufferers  how  best  to  manage  the 
disease,  and  no  chance  was  lost  to  .remove  what  is  still  a  prevalent 
impression  that  Measles  is  a  disease  of  trifling  importance  for  which 
there  is  little  need  to  care.  The  first  effect  of  closure  of  these  schools 
was,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  encouraging;  but  the  disease  not  being 
notifiable  by  the  Medical  Attendant,  as  soon  as  the  schools  were  closed  I 
missed  the  information  obtainable  under  recent  regulations  from  the 
Teachers.  By  September  12th  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  Primitive 
Methodist  Schools  for  six  weeks,  and  St.  Anne’s  National  Schools  and  the 
Central  Board  Schools  were  closed  for  one  week  in  September  and 
November  respectively  to  permit  of  disinfection  and  cleansing.  The 
chief  difficulty  we  had  to  contend  with  was  the  fact  that  Measles  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  contagious  before  the  rash  appears,  and  that  many  children 


were  in  school  before  it  was  known  tliev  were  suffering  from  the  disease. 
From  September  forward,  I  had  under  consideration  the  desirability  or 
otherwise  of  advising  further  closure  of  seven  out  of  the  nine  Elementary 
Schools,  but  the  reasons  which  operated  in  my  mind  in  June  in  favour 
of  closing  the  Little  London  Schools  and  less  forcibly  in  September  when 
the  Primitive  School  was  closed,  became  less  cogent  when  nearly  all  parts 
of  the  town  were  affected  and  children  appeared  to  me  to  be  as  safe 
against  contracting  the  disease  at  school  as  at  home. 

The  Teachers  at  all  the  schools  in  the  town  have  rendered  loyal 
assistance  in  pointing  out  where  infectious  disease  might  probably  be 
found,  with  the  result  that  527  certificates  were  issued  by  me  in  the 
school  year  which  ended  November  30th  advising  the  exclusion  from 
school  for  defined  periods  of  all  children  from  infected  homes.  These 
certificates  involved  the  absence  from  school  of  797  children  in  addition 
to  those  known  to  be  infected.  The  new  arrangement  has  worked  well 
and  without  friction,  but  it  has  caused  a  very  large  amount  of  work  to 
your  Officers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Education  Department  will  always 
grant  any  claims  made  under  Article  101%  wherever  it  can  be  demon¬ 
strated  that  a  town  has  such  an  organization  as  Willenhall  now  has  for 
the  detection  of  contagious  disease.  There  is  one  thing  which  needs 
improvement.  The  address  of  the  absentees  is  often  incorrectly  reported, 
and  there  is  consequently  a  great  waste  of  time  in  tracing  them.  Per¬ 
haps,  if  the  attention  of  the  Teachers  be  directed  to  this,  greater  care  may 
be  taken  to  have  the  correct  address  in  the  school  registers. 

Some  years  ago  I  pointed  out  the  desirability  of  having  all  the 
Elementary  Schools  in  the  town  thoroughly  scoured  once  a  month. 
Since  then  they  have  been  more  frequently  scoured  than  they  used  to 
be,  but  I  am  convinced  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  children  if 
the  schools  could  be  cleansed  as  often  as  I  then  suggested,  and  I  hope 
the  various  School  Managers  and  the  School  Board  will  shortly  act  upon 
the  suggestion.  It  is  done  in  other  towns,  and  even  in  a  financial  sense 
I  think  it  probable  the  cost  would  be  recouped  by  a  larger  average 
attendance.  I  should  also  like  to  see  the  schools  whitewashed  oftener — 
say  once  in  two  years.  It  would  not  only  promote  health,  but  in  itself 
would  be  an  education  of  the  minds  of  any  sharp  children  who  happened 
to  come  from  houses  not  noted  for  cleanliness. 
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There  has  been  happily  no  need  for  the  use  of  the  temporary  Small 
Pox  Hospital.  From  time  to  time  I  caused  an  inspection  of  it  to  be 
made,  and  a  Report  upon  its  condition  to  the  Council  in  November.  The 
great  gale  in  March  severely  damaged  it,  but  the  building  has  been 
repaired,  the  wards  have  been  aired,  the  bed  clothing  has  been  kept  aired, 
and  the  place  is  ready  to  receive  patients,  but  it  needs  lime  washing. 

The  Council  is  aware  that  in  my  last  Report  I  asked  them  to 
“earnestly  consider  the  desirability  of  obtaining  a  Hospital — say  of  18 
beds — for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  general  infectious  diseases — ■ 
especially  Scarlet  Fever — at  a  suitable  site,  and  where  the  permanent 
building  could  be  added  to  by  temporary  erections,  if  there  should  be 
need  ;  and  further  to  decide  whether,  when  the  present  temporary  Small 
Pox  Hospital  is  no  longer  available,  they  will  provide  another  Hospital 
themselves  or  petition  the  County  Council  to  provide  one  for  joint  use 
by  Willenhall  and  neighbouring  Authorities,  under  the  powers  conferred 
by  the  Isolations  Hospital  Act,  1893.”  At  a  meeting  held  in  October, 
at  Stafford,  the  County  Council  invited  the  views  of  the  delegates  of  the 
various  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  County  upon  several  points  in  relation 
to  the  provision  of  Isolation  Hospitals  in  duplicate  throughout  the 
County  for  the  treatment  of  Small  Pox  and  general  Cantagious  Diseases. 
At  that  meeting  the  County  Authorities  were  divided  into  two  halves, 
and  it  is  intended  that  the  Northern  and  Southern  halves  of  the  County 
shall  separately  confer  again  on  the  subject,  and  perhaps  afterwards  have 
a  joint  conference  with  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  County  Council. 
Whilst  the  Noble  Chairman  of  the  County  Council  endeavoured  to  make 
it  clear  that  every  County  must  have  sufficient  and  efficient  Isolation 
Hospitals  in  the  near  future,  which  must  be  provided  either  by  the 
County  Councils  or  by  the  District  and  Rural  Councils,  it  seemed  to  me 
firstly — That  there  was  considerable  misapprehension  among  the  delegates 
as  to  the  aim  and  object  of  the  gathering,  and  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
Act  they  were  conferring  upon ;  secondly — That  there  was  considerable 
jealousy  as  between  many  of  the  Local  Authorities,  especially  in  the 
North  ;  and  thirdly — That  there  was  a  manifest  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  Sanitary  Authorities  to  sanction  nothing,  if  they  could  help 
it,  which  would  diminish  what  they  regard  as  the  whole  tendency  of 
recent  legislation,  namely,  the  delegation  of  increased  powers  to  strictly 
Local  Authorities.  The  Council  will  therefore  have  to  choose  between 
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providing’  the  necessary  isolation  themselves,  having  it  provided  for  them 
by  the  County  Council  ;  or  joining  with  other  Councils  for  Hospitals  for 
joint  use.  If  the  latter  course  be  adopted  I  am  sure  there  are  sites 
available  not  far  from  the  present  temporary  Small  Pox  Hospital,  well 
and  conveniently  adapted  for  both  Small  Pox  and  General  Contagious 
Hospitals  in  close  proximity  to  Willenhall,  Darlaston,  and  Bilston,  rep¬ 
resenting  a  population  of  over  56,000,  whilst  other  Districts  would  not 
be  far  away ;  or  it  might  be  equally  possible  to  find  sites  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  town  in  close  proximity  to  Willenhall,  Wednesfield,  Heath 
Town,  and  Short  Heath,  the  united  population  of  which  places  is  about 
33,000.  The  matter  is  one  which  requires  more  consideration,  but  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  help  the  development  of  the  views  of  the  Council 
as  soon  as  some  definite  conclusion  has  been  arrived  at,  as  to  the  course 
they  intend  to  pursue. 


The  Disinfecting  Apparatus  provided  by  the  Council  has  completely 
failed  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  it  was  erected,  and  the  manner 
in  which  disinfection  has  been  attempted  is  futile.  In  support  of  this 
statement  I  may  say  that  on  June  15th  the  fire  was  lit  at  7-0  a. in.,  and 
the  temperature  at  1-0  p.m.  was  only  200°  Fall.  ;  and  on  the  evening  of 
June  18th  the  fire  was  lit  and  kept  up  through  the  night,  and  at  1-30 
next  day  the  temperature  was  just  under  200°  Fah.  On  each  occasion 
the  bed  was  taken  back  in  the  same  handcart  it  was  brought,  the  hand¬ 
cart  simply  having  been  swept  out  and  fumigated  with  sulphur  in  the 
meantime.  The  Council  may  remember  the  apparatus  advised  by  me 
was  one  of  Washington  Lyons  Steam  Disinfectors,  with  patented  im¬ 
provements,  and  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  one  actually  erected. 
I  still  think  it  would  have  been  true  economy  in  the  long  run  to  have 
purchased  a  satisfactory  apparatus.  Since  that  advice  was  given,  Dr. 
Reid,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  has  called  attention  to  a  much  cheaper 
apparatus  than  Lyons’,  which,  according  to  the  results  of  his  experiments 
and  observations,  disinfects  satisfactorily.  It  is  Reek’s  Steam  Disinfector, 
the  cost  of  which  is  about  £75.  A  thermometer  placed  in  16  folds  of 
blankets  in  15  minutes  registered  212°  and  in  35  minutes  220°  during 
his  experiments.  By  this  time  Dr.  Reid’s  observations  will  have  been 
practically  tested,  and  I  advise  the  Council  to  entertain  the  purchase  of 
a  good  disinfector,  and  to  obtain  Dr.  Reid’s  advice  before  purchasing. 
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A  house-to-house  inspection  was  commenced  by  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  in  January,  and  five  out  of  the  seven  Sanitary  Districts  were 
inspected  by  the  end  of  the  year.  In  conducting  this  inspection,  the 
Council  directed  the  Inspector  to  proceed  on  the  lines  indicated  in  a 
special  Report  made  by  me.  A  summary  of  his  work  is  appended  here¬ 
to,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  204  Nuisances  have  been  abated,  a 
quantity  of  unwholesome  food  seized,  and  25  houses  and  schools  were 
disinfected.  In  answer  to  my  enquiries  he  tells  me  all  waste-pipes  from 
baths  discharge  into  the  open  air  over  a  trapped  gully ;  all  soil-pipes  are 
ventilated,  trapped,  and  disconnected  from  sewers  by  inspection  chambers; 
all  sinks  discharge  into  the  open  air;  the  waste-water  closets  act  well, 
except  that  careless  people  throw  articles  into  them  which  temporarily 
stop  them  up ;  all  the  slaughter-houses  and  nearly  all  the  public-houses 
are  drained  into  the  sewers ;  there  are  no  offensive  trades ;  and  839 
houses  are  drained  into  the  sewers  by  319  connections,  of  which  339 
houses  were  connected  during  the  year. 

Whilst  there  is  still  much  to  be  done  in  the  matter  of  excrement 
disposal,  it  is  some  satisfaction  to  record  that  since  the  sewers  were  laid 
67  trough-closets  have  been  attached  to  schools  and  factories,  120  water- 
closets  to  houses  and  factories,  and  315  waste-water  closets  chiefly  to 
houses  of  the  poorer  class. 

The  efforts  of  the  Council  in  the  immediate  future  should  be 
firstly — To  abolish  privy  cess-pits ;  secondly — -To  lessen  the  size  of 
ashpits  and  to  make  them  water-tight  above  and  below ;  and  thirdly — 
To  cause  the  drainage  of  soap-suds  and  other  sewage  into  the  sewers. 
With  regard  to  the  first,  if  the  Council  cannot  abolish  the  cess-pit  or 
old-fashioned  privy  they  can  at  least  insist  upon  all  fixed  receptacles  for 
excrement  being  reduced  to  the  smallest  possible  dimensions,  and  upon 
their  contents  being  mingled  with  ashes.  They  can  also,  by  taking  the 
night-soil  arrangements  under  their  own  control,  instead  of  employing  a 
contractor,  cause  all  excrementitious  matter  to  be  removed  once  a  month, 
instead  of  as  now  about  once  in  six  months.  With  regard  to  the  second, 
they  have  ample  powers  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  third,  as  every  property 
owner  in  the  town  was  served  with  a  notice  in  January,  1895,  that  the 
Street  Channels  can  only  be  legally  used  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
surface  water,  no  one  can  complain  if  the  Council  should  find  it  necessary 
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to  exercise  the  penal  powers  conferred  in  the  Public  Health  Acts.  One 
phase  of  the  last  point  should  not  be  lost  sight  of ;  the  Council  has 
applied  for  and  will  no  doubt  obtain  a  heavy  Loan  with  which  to  put  the 
footpaths  in  order.  It  won't  do  to  let  these  footpaths  be  pulled  to  pieces 
again  as  soon  as  the  money  has  been  spent  upon  them.  The  Council 
must  therefore  resolve  either  to  connect  all  the  remaining  properties 
with  the  sewers,  and  claim  the  cost  from  the  owners,  or  take  street  by 
street  for  paving  purposes  and  first,  compel  the  owners  to  connect  the 
properties  themselves. 

Although  the  proposed  site  of  a  new  Cemetery  has  not  yet  been 
formally  sanctioned,  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  has  the  approval  of  the 
Government  Inspector,  subject  to  some  slight  addition  to  the  proposed 
drainage-plan.  Your  Surveyor  is  engaged  in  meeting  the  wishes  of  the 
Inspector. 

The  Sewage-farm  arrangements  are  much  the  same  as  they  were, 
except  that  the  wicker-weirs  in  the  precipitation  tanks  are  now  in  use. 
The  need  for  the  use  of  chemical  precipitants  I  have  pointed  out  before. 
I  am  told  the  pumping  of  the  liquid  sewage  from  the  well  is  in  addition 
to  being  very  disgusting  work,  very  hard  work.  Would  it  not  be  possible 
for  this  to  be  done  at  comparatively  trifling  cost  by  means  of  a  small 
gas-engine  1 

As  all  the  Workshops  were  inspected  in  the  last  weeks  of  1894,  very 
few  inspections  were  made  in  1895  ;  but  all  the  Bakehouses  were  twice 
inspected,  and  with  a  solitary  exception,  due  to  alterations  going  on,  all 
the  provisions  of  the  Bakehouse  Acts  were  complied  with.  Beyond  a 
couple  trifling  cases  of  lead  colic  there  were  no  cases  of  lead  poisoning, 
and  all  known  safeguards  of  health  were  observed  in  the  factory  in  which 
the  sufferers  worked. 

Some  years  ago  I  made  the  suggestion  that  gas-engines  might  prob¬ 
ably  with  utility  and  economy  be  applied  to  all  the  factories  in  Willenhall, 
except  perhaps  two  or  three,  and  that  if  such  should  prove  to  be  the  case 
it  would  to  a  large  extent  be  a  solution  of  the  smoke-nuisance  difficulty. 
Since  then  many  gas-engines  have  been  introduced  and  found  to  answer 
well ;  and  now  one  of  our  Manufacturers,  who  at  the  time  I  then  wrote  I 
believed  to  have  need  in  his  works  for  steam-power  only  less  than  two 


9 


other  factories,  is  substituting  for  steam-power  two  gas-engines  of  25  and 
30  horse-power,  capable  respectively  of  working  up  to  55  and  80 
horse-power. 

Proposed  new  Bye-laws  have  been  prepared  by  me  with  respect 
firstly — To  common  lodging  houses ;  secondly — For  the  prevention  of 
certain  nuisances,  and  generally  for  the  well-ordering  of  streets,  houses, 
and  public  places ;  thirdly — With  regard  to  slaughter-houses ;  and 
lastly — Relating  to  dairies,  cow-sheds,  milk-shops,  and  the  diseases  of 
animals.  These  are  under  consideration  by  the  Council,  whilst  others  to 
follow  are  being*  considered  bv  me. 

O  t/ 

The  Housino*  of  the  Working;  Classes  has  received  attention — two 
houses  in  Birmingham  Street  which  were  condemned  have  been  demol¬ 
ished,  and  one  in  High  Street  has  been  repaired.  The  Council’s  attention 
in  detail  has  been  directed  to  the  following  properties  which  1  advised 
should  be  closed  unless  put  into  a  satisfactory  condition  of  repair: — -17 
to  20,  New  Street;  4  to  6  and  12  to  15,  in  Court  7,  New  Street  ;  2  to  7, 
Court  9,  New  Street;  16  and  17,  Court  1,  Brick-kiln  Street;  1  and  2, 
Court  4,  Brick-kiln  Street;  21  to  24,  New  Street;  three  houses  in  Court 
10,  New  Street ;  25  and  26  and  one  at  rear  of  26,  New  Street,  and  3  and 
4,  in  Court  11,  New  Street;  33  to  35,  New  Street;  9  to  14,  Bennett 
Street;  18,  19,  and  22,  Bennett  Street.  Some  of  these  properties  have 
1  understand  been  improved,  and  the  whole  of  them  are  still  having  the 
attention  of  the  Council. 

Some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act, 
1890,  might  with  advantage  be  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  a  Mortuary 
on  a  suitable  site  would  be  a  decided  acquisition  to  the  town. 

One  other  matter  needs  comment.  In  consequence  of  the  excessive 
severity  and  continuance  of  frost  in  the  first  ten  weeks  of  the  year,  there 
was  a  break-down  in  the  supply  of  water  from  the  mains.  At  my  own 
house,  for  several  days  a  fire  was  kept  going  near  the  water  stand-post 
by  night  and  day,  but  as  soon  as  the  constant  service  was  denied  the 
town,  fire  was  of  no  avail,  and  we  were  without  water  for  upwards  of  a 
month.  The  breakages  both  in  mains  and  pipes  were  so  numerous  that 
many  were  not  repaired  until  May,  and  the  loss  by  waste  must  have  been 
so  great  that  it  is  an  open  question  whether  in  the  long  run  anything 
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was  gained  by  the  Water  Company  in  cutting  off  the  supply,  and  thus 
expediting  freezing  of  the  stagnant  water.  We  have  it  on  the  authority 
of  the  Water  Engineer  that  “  many  of  the  mains  became  frozen  owing:  to 
their  not  having  been  laid  deep  enough  to  escape  the  frost.”  The  failure 
in  the  water-supply  of  a  town  is  such  a  serious  matter,  that  a  very  grave 
responsibility  rests  upon  those  in  authority  to  see  not  only  that  the  mains 
are  re-laid  at  a  proper  depth,  but  that  the  pumping  power  shall  also  be 
equal  to  an  abnormal  strain.  So  far  as  your  Officers  were  concerned,  a 
keen  look-out  for  breakages  was  kept,  and  prompt  notices  were  given  at 
the  Water-works  Office.  In  many  places  the  breakages  were  such  as 
might  readily  lead  to  serious  contamination  of  the  mains,  but  fortunately, 
more  by  good  luck  than  foresight,  no  serious  harm  resulted. 

In  conclusion,  though  I  have  referred  to  many  of  the  needs  of  the 
town,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all  can  be  accomplished  at  once,  and 
it  is  always  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  efficient  administration  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  depends  upon  the  support  which  public  opinion  gives 
to  the  actions  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  usual  Tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
County  Council  have  been  sent,  and  the  substance  of  them  is  appended 
hereto. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  T.  HARTILL,  M.O.H. 


Willenhall, 

February  3rd,  1896. 

t /  J 
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TABLE  A. 

Shewing  the  Deaths  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  &c. 


At.  all 

Under 

One 

Five 

Fifteen 

Twenty- 

Sixty-five 

One 

and  under 

and  under 

and  under 

five  and 

and 

Ages. 

Year. 

Five. 

1 5. 

25. 

under  65. 

upwards. 

342 

129 

58 

9 

8 

75 

63 

DEATHS. 


Under  Five. 

Over  Five. 

From  Measles 

20 

,,  Whooping  Cough 

5 

•  •  • 

,,  Scarlet  Fever... 

3 

... 

,,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  ... 

24 

... 

,,  Diphtheria 

•  .  . 

1 

,,  Rheumatic  Fever 

,  ,  , 

5 

,,  Diseases  of  Heart 

1 

10 

,,  Consumption  ... 

6 

11 

,,  Bronchitis,  Pleurisy,  and  Pneumonia  ... 

30 

38 

,,  influenza 

... 

1 

,,  Injuries 

1 

6 

,,  Small  Pox;  Typhus,  Typhoid,  Con-  \ 

tinned,  Relapsing,  and  Puerperal  ( 

0 

0 

Fevers  ;  Cholera,  Erysipelas,  Mem-  l 

branous  Croup,  and  Ague  ) 

i 

,,  All  other  Diseases 

100 

80 

Total 

190 

152 

, ,  ,  j  Males  175  ^  Total  342,  equal  to  a  Death-rate  of  18 *9 

Deaths  <j  Femaleg  167  |  per  1,000. 


p.  ,i  j  Males  347  ^  Total  690,  equal  to  a  Birth-rate  of  38 -2 
Jl1  s  (  Females  343  {  per  1,000. 


Population  Census  1891  ...  16,852. 

„  Midsummer  1895  ...  18,021. 


Deaths  in  Union  House,  Wolverhampton,  from  the  District  15. 
Deaths  within  District  of  strangers  to  the  District  ...  3. 


Area  in  Acres 


1,249. 


TABLE  B. 

Shewing  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  Deaths  therefrom,  &c. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Infected 

Under  5. 

Over  5. 

Under  5. 

Over  5. 

Houses. 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

10 

3 

. . . 

16 

Diphtheria 

2 

3 

1 

5 

Typhoid  Fever 

. . . 

2 

... 

... 

2 

Erysipelas 

2 

9 

. . . 

... 

11 

Other  Diseases 

0 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Infected 

Under  5. 

Over  5. 

Under  5. 

Over  5. 

Houses. 

Measles 

216 

234 

20 

. . . 

387 

Whooping  Cough . . . 

23 

10 

5 

24 

Diarrhoea 

29 

10 

24 

. . . 

36 

Chicken  Pox 

36 

24 

. . . 

38 

Mumps 

1 

1 

*  *  * 

9 

Ringworm 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

80 

1 

70 

The  Notification  Act  became  compulsory 
February  13th,  1893. 


Death-rate  from  preventable  causes,  including 
Diarrhoea,  but  not  Influenza,  2*9  per  1,000. 
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TABLE  C. 

Summary  of  Work  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  under  my  supervision. 


Inspect- 

In- 

Nuisances 

ions 

form  al 

Formal 

abated 

Prosecu- 

made. 

Notices. 

Notices. 

after  notice 

tions. 

Foul  condition  .  . 

6 

1 

6 

... 

Dwelling  )  Structural  defects  ( 

about 

7 

1 

5 

.  .  , 

Houses  j  Overcrowding  ..  ( 

3840 

9 

3 

8 

.  »  . 

U  nfit  for  Habitat’n 

1 

1 

Lodging  Houses  ... 

4 

1 

1 

. . . 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

16 

2 

2 

Bakehouses 

58 

13 

12 

•  •  • 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

62 

6 

1 

i 

1 

Canal  Boats 

2 

•  •  r 

. . . 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

1814 

45 

20 

38 

... 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

8 

■  4 

4 

*  •  • 

Water  Closets 

297 

9 

9 

•  •  • 

/  Defective  Traps  \ 

House 

<  No  Disconnection  V 
Drainage  . 

v  Insufficient  ...  ’ 

162 

1 

1 

... 

59 

72 

57 

19 

Water  Supply 

56 

28 

28 

... 

Pigsties 

99 

10 

6 

•  •  • 

Animals  improperly  kept 

8 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

Smoke  Nuisances... 

4 

2 

... 

9 

... 

Other  Nuisances 

28 

14 

9 

13 

Seizures  of  unwholesome  food  ...  ...  ...  1 

Convictions  for  sale  of  unwholesome  food  ...  ...  1 

Lots  of  infected  bedding  stored  or  destroyed  ...  ...  13 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  21 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  . .  ...  4 

Formal  Notices  served  1894  complied  with  1895  ...  13 


Formal  &  Informal  Notices  in  process  of  being  complied  with  about  20 
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TABLE  D. 

Shewing1  Certificates  to  Elementary  School  Authorities  advising*  exclusion 
of  Scholars  from  Infected  Houses  for  specified  periods. 


Certificates  of 
Infected 
Children. 

Healtliy 

Absentees 

Board  Schools,  Little  London 

97 

158 

,,  ,,  Portobello 

29 

43 

,,  ,,  Central 

114 

128 

,,  ,,  Walsall  Road 

62 

104 

St.  Giles’  National  Schools 

67 

106 

St.  Anne’s  ,,  ,, 

38 

iro 

to 

Wesleyan  Methodist  Schools 

t J 

58 

87 

Primitive  ,,  ,, 

52 

l  t 

St.  Mary’s  Catholic  Schools 

10 

21 

Total 

527 

797 

